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Living the dream on Main Street

SHELLY SANDERS GREER

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

John Webster, whose family has
lived in Markham for three

tions, remembers when tall Maple

trees arched gracefully over Mark- -

ham’s Main St. -

And then, to accommodate in-
creased traffic, the trees were cut
down and the boulevard was wid-
ened. Butnow Main St.is returning
toits roots with a development that
will put more shops and people in
the area and trees back along the
road.

Sierra Building Group’s condo-
minium, 68 Main Street, which will
feature 143 suites with retail on the
ground level, is seen by Websterasa

» catalyst for the growth and devel-
opment of Markham’s heritage vil-
lage.

“Bringing thisproject onboard has
put eyes on the street,” says Web-

ster, who is the Ward 5 councillorin -

Markham as well as the town crier.
“This is exactly what businesses
here need. This condo will be the
beginning of a whole new era on
Main St.”

Ithas been an advantage to devel-
op the condominium in a heritage
district where it will be surrounded
by buildings that are 200 years old,

reys at street level, four storeys
stepped back and six storeys
stepped even further back.

“If you're standing on Main St.” -

Kansun explains, “all you'll seeis a
three-storey building which fits in
with the rest of the street. “This
design also allowed us to create
huge outside terraces on the fourth

have embraced 68 Main Street,
which will replace an existing strip
mall, says Carolina Moretti, coun-
cillor of Ward 4.

“This will have a huge impact. In
order for a street to be alive, you
need people,” Moretti says. “This
will be a destination where people
live, work, and shop.”

Priced from the mid $200,000s to
$1million, 68 Main Street will offer
residents a concierge, a parking
spot, gym, and a rooftop terrace
with a garden and barbecues.

Kansun says that the fourth and
fifth floors will have the largest
appliances,

becues.

Suite size will range from 600 to
1700 square feet and there are 32
wmmmm

guests can drive up to the con-

cierge,” says Kansun, “and the;
will be a walkway to Main St. T
retail shops will compliment th

St and has been the chair of th
Business Improvement Area foi
the last year and a half. She says 6&
- Main will be “quite a bonus” and “it
will encourage new businesses,
which is better forus” 1

t is actually
taking Main St. back to the way it
was when his grandfather owned a
butcher shop on the street, Webster
says, adding his motherused tolook
outherwindow above the shop, and
watch people walk by.

‘When people start movinginto 68 -
Main Street at the end of 2012,
they’ll be able to shop without get-
ting in their cars and look out their
windows at the street life below,
justlike Webster’s mother so many
years ago,

“This is what urban renewal is all
about,” says Kansun. “It's about
creating living space in a human
scale, It’s about connection on an
urban street. People don’t want 30
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centre opens. Kansun encourages
people to pre-register to take ad-
vantage of a special discount being
offered. For more information or to
register, visit www.68main

| street.com or phone 905-305-

0822,



